Quadruple major joint replacement in member of Jehovah's Witnesses. No blood products, autotransfusion or substitutes used.
Bilateral total knee and total hip replacement were performed on a 44-year-old woman with severe unremitting rheumatoid arthritis. The patient, a Jehovah's Witness had refused transfusion utilizing blood, blood byproducts, and blood substitutes. She had also refused the use of autotransfusion, even in the event of an emergency. The authors describe successful major joint replacement carried out on four separate occasions without transfusion. The only hematologic therapy was the preoperative and postoperative administration of iron dextran.